


The New H ampshire Journal of Education 

Plymouth State University 
Donald P. Wharton, Ph.D., President 

Virginia M . Barry, Ph.D., Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs 

Dennise M. Maslakowski, Ed.D., Associate Vice President of College of Graduate Studies 

Mary E. McNeil, Ed.D., Professor and Director of Pakistani Teachers Project 

--- ......... 

Plvmouth State 
/UNIVERSITY 

The New Hampshire Association for Supervision 
and Curriculum Development 

Jeff Caron, President 

Helene Bickford, Past President 

Kathleen Custer, Secretary 

Carolann Wais, Treasurer 

Susan Auerbach, Executive Director 

~ EW HAMPSHIRE 

r.~SCD 

New Hampshire Journal of Education 

I 



2 

The New Hampshire Journal of Education 
Editorial Board 

Mary E. McNeil, Ed.D. 
Plymouth State University 

Marianne M. True, Ed.D. 
Plymouth State University 

Leo P. Corriveau, Ph.D. 
Plymouth State University 

Stacey Curdie, CAGS 
Plymouth State University 

Gerard Buteau, Ed.D 
Plymouth State University 

Kristen Greene, Ph.D. 
Plymouth State University 

Michael Larson, M.Ed. 
Merrimack Valley High School 

Ann Nevin, Ph.D. 
Florida International University 

The New Hampshire journal of Education is published for public school administrators and educators, curriculum 
specialists, school board members, higher education administrators and educators, as well as anyone with an 
interest in the progress of education. We welcome your questions and comments. 

Mary E. McNeil, Editor 
Marianne M. True, Editor 

Stacey Curdie, Associate Editor 
Daphne Bruemmer, Designer 

Additional copies may be purchased for SlO each by writing: 

Dr. Marianne M. True 
Plymouth State University MSC 38 

17 High Street 
Plymouth, NH 03264 

(603) 535-2660 

Copyright © Plymouth State University and The New Hampshire Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development 

All rights reserved. Educators are authorized to reproduce a single article from this publication without making a written 
request, provided that: (1) duplication is for an educational purpose in a not-for-profit institution; (2) copies are made without 
charge beyond the cost for reproduction; (3) each copy includes a full citation of the source. Permission to reproduce more 
than one article will be granted under the same conditions to those who make a reasonable request in writing. Permission for 
multiple copies must be secured in writing from Plymouth State University and the NHASCD Board of Directors. 

New Hampshire Journal of Education 



WELCOME MESSAGE 
NEW HAMPSHIRE ASSOCIATION FOR SUPERVISION AND CURRICULUM DEVELOPMENT 

JEFF (ARON, PRESIDENT 

Dear Colleagues: 

I am proud to have this opportunity to express my appreciation for the professional relationship held 
among the New Hampshire Association of Supervision and Curriculum Development and Plymouth 
State University faculty and student representatives. NHASCD and PSU have teamed up to create a 
dynamic partnership. The NHASCD Journal is one way that this partnership illustrates its influence 
for educators. NHASCD and PSU have been working hard to provide data driven research and 
professional development to educational leaders. This partnership is a diverse collection of practicing 
professionals, and student representatives, providing key insights into the wide range of educational 
issues facing our schools today. Like all of you, they work tirelessly to effect change in areas they hold 
dear to them; early literacy, elementary, middle, and high school levels, guidance, special education, 
administration, college preparatory, undergraduate, graduate and doctoral programs. 

As a PSU alumnus, I have a special connection to Plymouth State University. As a young professional 
and graduate student, I was fortunate to have two mentors that made a significant impact on 
my decision to not only be an educator and a counselor, but also to be excited about professional 
development. Dr. Mary McNeil and Dr. Leo Corriveau encouraged me to attend an NHASCD 
conference. The realization that there was an actual organization of people which met together and 
discussed educational topics and then designed professional development experiences for teachers and 
administrators was inspiring. These mentors were current board members and welcomed me on the 
board. I often ask myself, "How did I get to this position?" The answer to this question can be explained 
by the genuine belief system of the mentors who have inspired me. Being a NHASCD Board member 
has increased my professional development experiences dramatically. I have been supported to attend 
affiliate leadership conferences, national conferences, and serve as an officer for our Board of Directors 
and coordinated nationally recognized speakers at our New Hampshire conference series. My professors 
expressed the importance of collaboration in education. They did not simply teach this through 
instruction. Dr. McNeil and Dr. Corriveau practiced this methodology, coached through modeling and 
inspired this young professional. I am grateful for their dedication and vision. 

The NHASCD Board of Directors and Plymouth State University professional staff and student 
representatives not only research the potential needs of the educators in New Hampshire, but also 
inspire young professionals to make a difference in a profession that seems to be losing new teachers 
every year. I urge us all to look around our schools and communities, and become involved in a new 
educator's professional development. You may never know the impact your experience can have on a 
young professional. 

As educators, we take it upon ourselves to improve our abilities as educators. This passion to learn makes 
a direct impression on our students. This connection may inspire our students to be lifelong learners too. 
Now that's influence! 

Sincerely, 

Jeff Caron, NHASCD President, 
Executive Director, the Becket Family of Services, 
Pike, New Hampshire 
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OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT, 

PLYMOUTH STATE UNIVERSITY 

Dear Readers, 

1be New Hampshire journal of Education was founded 
during the earlier years of my presidency at Plymouth 
State University. Today, as I contemplate retiring from 
the University on June 30 of this year, one of my distinct 
pleasures and sources of satisfaction is the continued 
development of the Journal and its growth in both quality 
and influence over the years since it began in 1998. Today, 
the Journal is read not only nationally but internationally. 
It is a rich resource for research, practice, and professional 
educational values. All of these qualities are much needed 
today as education faces many challenges. 

A great deal of credit for the Journal's expanding horizons 
belongs to its editor, Professor Mary McNeil, who has 
shepherded the Journal through its formative stages to 
the position of stature and influence that it occupies today. 
I am also confident that in the years to come, the Journal 
will continue to build upon its admirable current record 
and will become even more comprehensive and impactful. 
The future of the Journal is very bright and, I, along with 
the rest of the readership, look forward to more excellent 
contributions in its pages. 

Sincerely, 

Donald P. Wharton 
President 

New Hampshire Journal ofEducation 



FOREWORD 
It is a pleasure to announce the publication of The New 

Hampshire journal of Education, Volume IX This journal is a 
collaborative effort by Plymouth State University and the 
New Hampshire Association for Supervision and Curricu
lum Development. The Editorial Board and the production 
staff invite you to read, reflect, replicate and expand the 
ideas and research presented on the following pages. 

The theme of this 2006 issue is "Widening Our 
Window." Several of the articles examine the importance 
of preparing our teachers and children for living/work-
ing in a global world. The contributors to this issue come 
from a wide segment of the education community in New 
Hampshire and abroad. Issues in the field of education 
ranging from global perspectives to the experiences of 
teachers and administrators in our local school districts are 
examined. The challenges of reaching all of our learners is 
addressed with considerable "food for thought" provided by 
the authors. 

The lead article by Robin Hogan makes a plea for 
schools to prepare children to thrive in an interconnected 
world. Authors Nevin, McNeil and Kellogg follow with 
their article entitled "Living and Learning in a Global 
Community."They provide an overview of Plymouth State 
University's Pakistani Teachers Institute and discuss the 
positive benefits of a cross-cultural exchange program 
designed to enhance the participants' subject knowledge, 
pedagogical skills, and dispositions towards new ways of 
teaching, learning and leading. 

Next, John Barry and Thomas Weatherby describe the 
China Exchange Program at Pinkerton Academy in Derry 
and enumerate the benefits for both teachers and students 
as they immerse themselves in the study of Chinese culture. 
Parenting challenges for Meskhetian Turkish Russian refu
gees are described in the article by author Kellogg. 

In Volume VIII we featured voices from the field and 
were very pleased with the feedback from our readers. 
Hence, we have added a section called "Practitioners Speak'' 
to this volume, and are pleased to provide contributions 
from authors Buteau, Long and Anderson regarding col
laborative efforts involving a kindergarten teacher, univer
sity professor, and an undergraduate student focusing on 
experimental learning and literacy skills in the kindergarten 
classroom. In "The Arts for Everyone" author Emily Spear 
details the powerful impact of art and music in the educa
tion of diverse learners, while James Elefante of the Lon
donderry School District takes a look at several student
centered programs and the value of addressing the needs of 
all learners while maintaining high academic standards. 

Julie Flynn presents the case for the "Power of Plan
ning" in addressing the strengths of a literacy program at 
one elementary school. Over a five-year period she and her 
team created a model designed to sustain itself regardless of 
any personnel changes. 

The Chair of the New Hampshire State Board of 
Education, David Reudig, provides his ideas for improv
ing education in his article entitled, "A Modest Wish List," 
and Superintendent Michael Cozort shares a humbling 
coaching experience that demonstrates the importance of 
building relationships with diverse learners both in and 
out of the classroom. Principal Carl Ladd delves into the 
issue of bullying in his school and looks to student voices 
to empower the youth of the community and to provide a 
framework for creating a positive culture where all learners 
can thrive. 

"Differentiating the Kindergarten Classroom" features 
the work of Kevin Johnson and Roberta Hollinger. They 
discuss how differentiating instruction enables the teacher 
to optimally address the varying developmental needs of 
the kindergarten-aged child. 

Three researchers, Diane Bradley, Judith Pauley and 
Joseph Pauley, describe a program that helps teachers con
nect and communicate effectively with students in their 
article, "Meeting Students' Needs: The Key to Drop Out 
Prevention." 

In "Moving from Despair to Repair" Kathy Warn ex
plores the elements that contribute to the decline of a small 
town in New Hampshire, and makes recommendations for 
its revitalization. 

Dr. Liv M.Lassen of the University of Oslo in Norway 
provides a systems view of a University partnership with 
community based social service agencies responsible for 
supporting vulnerable children in a poverty-stricken inner 
city district. 

Susan Auerbach, Executive Director ofNHASCD, 
provides an overview of the NHASCD Conference Series 
and other workshop possibilities for New Hampshire 
educators as they work to meet the increasing demands of 
federal, state and parental expectations. 

We are pleased with the timely contributions of the 
authors in this ninth issue of The New Hampshire journal of 
Education. On behalf of the Editorial Board, I invite you to 
read the articles presented in this volume and to engage in 
dialogue with colleagues regarding the potential impact of 
the work presented. 

Mary E. McNeil, Ed.D. 
Editor 
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