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The first issue of the New Hampshire Journal of Education sparked 
a great deal of interest within the state of New Hampshire and outside 
our borders as well. This second issue is reflective of a variety of 
contemporary, historical, and thought-provoking subjects in the 
educational arena. Three of the authors are candidates in the 
Certificate of Advanced Graduate Studies Program in Educational 
Leadership at Plymouth State College. Other contributors include 
educators from New Hampshire, Vermont, Indiana, and the 
Netherlands. 

In our first article, Lynda Thistle Elliott examines the growing 
number of New Hampshire teens entering the workforce. She raises 
concerns about occupational safety and health issues facing working 
teens. Her study takes a close look at one New Hampshire high 
school to examine these issues and to suggest steps to help parents, 
employers, teachers, and teens to understand and prepare for a safe 
and healthy working environment. 

The next two articles focus on transitions for students. Donald 
LaPlante, a former K-8 school principal, takes a look at the transition 
process for students from a small rural elementary school to a larger 
middle school. He concludes that much more attention should be 
paid to the needs of parents during this important developmental 
phase of their student's life. Next, Daniel Cook presents a view of 
the Pathway program designed to assist with the orientation process 
of students leaving the middle school and entering their first year of 
high school. Results of this program suggest lower failure rates during 
the first trimester of the Freshman year. 

In following articles, Thomas Graham II takes a historical look at 
the role of rote memorization in our country. He suggests that 
memorization is essential for a disciplined mind and asks the 
question, "What better gift to give the future of a democratic society 
than disciplined and thinking minds?" Christopher Clarke and Gerard 
Buteau present a case for socratic thinking and moral education. 
They suggest that teachers become aware "of the importance of 
understanding philosophy, the teacher's role as a moral educator, 
and specific ways teachers can affect not only students' intellectual 
lives, but just as importantly, their moral lives." 

Next, Lewis Polsgrove examines various approaches for meeting 
the needs of children and youth with emotional and behavioral 
disorders starting with the radical changes which began in the 1960s. 
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He discusses the "arsenal of effective intervention strategies and 
practices that hold potential for making important differences in the 
functioning of children with emotional and behavioral disorders and 
their families." Questions regarding the training of professionals 
and developing service delivery systems are raised in an attempt to 
elicit further dialogue. Jeffrey Spiegel reports on one New Hampshire 
school's efforts to create a metacognition school. Central to this 
process has been the focus on Community Based Learning (CBL), 
the Literacy Model of Instructional Planning, and Thinking Maps. 
Results indicate a move toward a learning community. 

The final two articles of this issue represent perspectives from other 
cultures. Lex Stomp of the Netherlands discusses the need for teacher 
training regarding values education as it relates to the new national 
curriculum in his country. He presents an example from geography 
to illustrate a model for working with student teachers. Radha 
Bhatkal, a former Distinguished Visiting Scholar at Plymouth State 
College, presents a reflection on her early experiences as an educator 
in Pune, India, where she established a new school. "We had very 
few resources ... yet it was the power of human hopes and aspirations 
... and [our ability to] work collaboratively ... which tell the whole 
story." 

We are excited about the array of interesting articles presented in 
the second issue of the New Hampshire Journal of Education and 
invite you to read and reflect on these topics. 

Mary E . McNeil, Ed.D. 
Managing Editor 
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Dear Dr. McNeil, 
The mail just arrived- and with 

it the impressive first issue of the 
New Hampshire Journal of 
Education! Wow! 

I flipped through its pages and 
noticed some great topics by some 
wonderful people. It certainly will 
find its way to the top of the reading 
pile. 
Sincerely, 
Michael A. Morgan 
Superintendent of Schools 
SAU #74, Barrington, NH 

Dear Dr. McNeil, 
Congratulations for this new 

journal. I think the contents are very 
promising. 

First, we need a journal that 
bridges the gap between theory and 
research on one side , and the 
practical and administrative actions 
on the other side. 

Second, I commend the focus on 
learning approaches and how to 
stimulate and deal with enormous 
learning talents among children and 
young people. The researchers you 
featured in the first issue of your 
journal should be congratulated for 
their ingenuity. 

Third, if! had a wish to improve 
the journal, I would encourage your 
editorial board to include an 
international perspective. The 
learning process is the same aJJ over 
the world, but the organizations, 
experiences, and the practical 
problems and considerations for 
solutions are different 

I am very grateful that you 
included me on the mailing list to 
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receive the first issue. 
Sincerely, 
Edvard Befring 
Professor, dr. philos 
Department of Special Needs 
Education, University of Oslo, 
Norway 

Dear Dr. McNeil, 
Many people may wonder why 

there might be a need for yet another 
educational journal. The inaugural 
issue of the New Hampshire 
Journal of Education provides a 
good example of why. 

Erst the NHJE represents a level 
of collaboration amongst agencies 
that have a common goal : the 
improvement of education. 

Second, the NHJE accomplishes 
its stated mission of covering a 
"variety of contemporary and 

meaningful subjects." I would add, I 
in a meaningful way, as well. The 
first issue includes interviews and 
research articles, surveys and 
advice. 

Third, the NHJE provides a way 
to recognize the efforts of New 
Hampshire educators (K-h igher 
education) which aJJows excellence 
to be disseminated. 

In other words, I am very pleased 
to have received a copy of this 
inaugural issue, and look forward 
to many more. 

Congratulations to the Editorial 
Board! 
Sincerely yours, 
Ann Nevin, Ph.D. 
College of Education 
Arizona State University 


