
betwee~ ~parent and a chiJd or two students caught up in a he said/she said situation. When 
the part.1c1pants were arguing from their positions and not addressing the underlying needs I 
would ~z~ the actors and have the rest of the class offer suggestions. Once the srudent
actors identified each other's needs and attended to them, the conflicts were successfully 

resolved 
. _Three 40-minute lessons a semester were hardly inclusive, but I believe I was able to 
mstdl some basic concepts. At the very least, students were introduced to the idea that :t 
conflict does not have to lead to violence and were given some alternative methods to settle 
them. My experience has shown me that violence among youth will decrease if students are 
realistically taught about how conflicts originate. escalate and how they can be settled. In 
extending this knowledge to the entire school community. students, parents and staff, the 
school environment becomes a happier and safer place. 

The Ocean Wave and My Teacher Behavior Continuum 

Steven S. Bush 
M.Ed. Candidate 

Plymouth State College 

The Ocean Wave and My Teacher Beha,ior Continuum 

I have taken the image of an ocean wave to metaphorically show bow I sec my teaehcr 
behavior continuum working for me. the role of my emotions as being effective at discipline. 
and the external forces that influence a student's success or failure within the discipline. and 
the external forces that influence a student's success or failure within the educational envi-

ronment of the school. 
The sequence of events that contribute to fonning ocean waves are: the building of the 

wave and the forces that contribute to the amplification of the swell, the increased tension of 
the water and wind versus the force of gravity, the breaking point and immediate release of 
power, nature's calmness after the wave has dissipated. I believe that the smuegies th3t I~ 
in my discipline model show a similar relationship. 

I have found that there is a spiritual quality or a mystical identity in the symbolimi.. In 
my own interpersonal dealings with students and adults. I have always experienced emotion
ally the ebb and flow of the wave that has now been tranSlated into my Teacher Bch.:l' ior 
Continuum. There ex.isLs a symbolic parallelism in external fo~ impacting the direction. 

size and power of an ocean wave. 
External factors such as wind direction and velocity, moon and tidal forces. sea floor 

topography. and shoreline landscape features, sh.:lre m shaping the wave and influcOCUlg the 
uniqueness of each wave. Likewise. each student brings to the school beh3 .. ior traib that 
directly affect their personal successes. thereby shaping the outcomes I will most W..ely expe
rience when implementing and strategically maneu,1ering within JU) TBC. ll J I.hon)" my 
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desire to effectuate an early positive result with students when using my TBC. Early success 
lessens the need for the use of more power, allows attaining a more beneficial outcome, 
brings about a more immediate result. and promotes a better chance for a positive learning 
eitperience for the student As with controlling student behavior, the ocean wave is influ
enced by eitternal factors. These can build the wave to such a height and bring it forward 
with such power that it can ·t stop until maximum force is attained and it crashes doing dam
age, and then dissipates into a sea of foam. In similar ways emotional and physical influ
ences significantly impact upon a student's ability to interact in everyone's best interests. As 
behavioral situations with students' progress, teachers will find the need to continue their 
forward movement along the teacher behavior continuum, picking up speed and momentum 
towards a more powerful solution. A student's behavioral success can be attributed to some 
of the following: the support system of a family, the social and economic structure of the 
family, proper health care, and adequate educational services and opportunities. 
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