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Homeschooling: Part of the Solution or Part of the Problem?

Controversies Surrounding Homeschooling
Us VS Them

The lack of understanding by public school
educators as to why parents choose to educate chil-
dren at home can lead to a tense relationship be-
tween the two, resulting in an “us versus them” men-
tality (Romanowski, 2001). Both groups need to
rethink their roles and establish partnerships and
agreements that will benefit children wherever they
may be taught. Homeschool parents are often viewed
as arrogant loners for whom public school is not good
enough for their children. There is much room for
improving the re-
lationship between
the two groups,
establishing the
sense of trust and
cooperation vital
to building a good
working relation-
ship. The goal
should be to do
what is best for
the students.

Qualifications to
Teach

Many public
school teachers
and principals
view homeschooling as a serious threat and take of-
fense at what they regard as personal attacks on
their profession and abilities (Romanowski, 2001 ).
They perceive home educators as academically in-
ferior and untrained, providing a program that lacks
social development and educational stimulation. The
“us versus them” attitude creates an atmosphere of
| distrust that can inhibit dialogue, discussion, and the

sharing of ideas between the two groups.

' The main criticism of homeschooling centers on
| the issue of socialization. Critics believe that
homeschooled children are isolated from the out-
side world and are thus socially handi

| believe it is not only socially desirable but a vital part
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of education for children to interact with others of
their own age group (Simmons, 1994). However,
homeschoolers argue that groups outside the school
(scouts, 4H, dance classes, volunteer groups) pro-
vide students with adequate socialization skills. On
average, homeschooled students are involved in 5.2
activities outside their homes, demonstrating they are
not isolated from the outside world (Nelson, 1998).
The definition of adequate socialization and determi-
nation of how best to achieve it continues to be a
sore spot in the home/public school debate.

Legal Issues
The parental

right to educate
children at home
has been ad-
dressed by the Su-
preme Court
(Wheeler, 1995).
The court deter-
mined that the right
to educate one’s
children at homeis
fundamental, leav-
ing it up to the state
courts to decide to
what extent the
state can regulate
education. Indi-
vidual states determine testing required of
homeschooled students, attendance requirements,
and.waﬁous other schooling attributes. The rules gov-
eming each state can be determined by contacting
the Department of Education for that particular state.

Homeschooling parents are very active politi-
cally and have been called the most effective educa-
tion lobby on Capitol Hill (Golden, 2000). They have
established local and national networks for lobbying
purposes and to offer support to one another. Sev-
eral national organizations, led by the Home School
Legal Defense Association, defend and promote
hom.&:hooling. Itis likely that legal challenges in-
volving the homeschool movement will continue to

test the resolve of public educators, administrators,
and parents who home school
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Social and Civic Threats proximately 7,000 children are homeschooled. Al-

In the eyes of many educators and administra- though this is only 1.4% of school-age kids, it means
tors, homeschooling presents a threat to the social | $35 million less for the county in per-pupil funding.
and civic stability of the country. As Reich putsit | Thestate of Florida has 41,128 homeschooled chil-
(2002, p. 56). “Homeschooling may satisfy parents’ | dren(1.7%), resultingina $130 million from school
desire to customize education for their children, but | budgetsin that state (Cloud et al., 2001). Naturally,
such customization reflects a consumer mentality in | fewer children should result in less money, but the

education and poten- loss has far-reach-
tially dilutes active : ________ ingconsequences.
democratic citizen- ' 0 Thereisless money
ship.” Homeschooling for teacher salaries,
involves the less for capital im-
customization of cur- provements 1o
riculum, a process property, and less
which some feel de- money available to
nies the students ex- upgrade curriculum,
posure to diverse library books, and
ideas and issues inher- technology.

ent in a pluralistic,

democratic society. Partnerships
Rei_Ch (2002, p. 58) Cooperation,
maintains that when consideration, and
parents act as the only interaction generally
filters for their child’s improve any rela-
education, good citi- tionship. Some states believe there isa way 10 im-

zenship is compromised in several ways. | prove both homeschooling and public schooling.
Homeschooled children may be less likelytobeex- | School districts in California and Texas allow
posed to materials, ideas, and people that havenot | homeschooled kids to sign up for classes gucl} as
been chosen in advance and less likely to shareedu- | physics orto join the football team. Some districts
cation experiences with other children. Additionally, | have opened up resource Centers where
the experience can result in a narrow horizon of ex- | homeschoolers come for class onceor twice &

: imi &% | Reich. 2002). Two other Californiaschool districts
o l(ll:vchopened charter schools that offer

ol homeschooling programs (Cloudetal., 2001)- The
Financi : state of Arizona is committed to choice in educa-
inancial Effects and the Need for Partnershi tion, encouraging a proliferation of private schools,

_ Money may not make the world goround, but | " hools, and support of homeschoolers. One
it certainly is key to the operation of the public school | _u 1 district has developed creative programs and
system. Funding for public schools hasreached cri- | - 40 them available to 350 homeschooled students
sis proportions in many areas, including New Hamp- | (gjey, 2002). ;

shire, where the debate on how to fund schools con- 'Anadditional incentive for nurturing partner-

tinues to consume vast amounts of time and energy. dﬁmbw‘?‘m“@b@mmﬁa
In some school districts, so many parents are pulling | percentage of their per-pupl] e a\)nﬂrougl
their children out to teach them at home that districts homeschoolers, who g The ognam:mavevm
are bleeding millions of dollars in per-pupil funding | being fully partof Qe S o schooliswilling
(Cloud et al., 2001). The following example llus- | win "““"‘mm‘”"‘fi',’x of education.
trates this point. In Maricopa County, Arizona, 2p- tosupportal
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One persistent objection critics have of
homeschooling concerns the qualification level of
parents/facilitators. B. J. Simmons (1994) notes
“Perhaps the biggest and most legitimate concern
about home schooling is making certain that chil-
dren are being taught by a * qualified adult’. . .the term
qualified is not referring to teacher licensing but rather
the ability to present instruction to childrenina co-
herent and skillful manner” (p. 47). Some critics
propose more stringent requirements for those who

homeschool while others advocate full licensure.

grow and is playing an increasingly significant role in
the education of America’s children. However, there
are still many complex issues remaining to be re-
solved. Advocates and critics of homeshooling view
issues from different perspectives and continued ef-
fort between the groups is required to establish and
maintain a cooperative relationship. Parents,
schools, and communities should work to foster a
spirit of cooperation and understanding, working
together to educate all children in the manner most
suited to each individual child. We should not con-
tinue to focus on the differences between home and
public schools but leamn from each program and use
the knowledge to improve the learning experience
for our children.
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