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New Hampshire ASCD Wins Affiliate Excellence Award
The first week in March was an exciting time in San Francisco, as New Hampshire's ASCD was honored with the
2003 Affiliate Excellence Award. During the award ceremony, Doug Soffer, ASCD Assistant Executive Director
of Constituent Relations, lauded NHASCD for doubling its
membership in five years, creating award winning publications, and providing a highly topical professional development series to capacity audiences. In addition, he commended
NHASCD for developing the first ASCD Student Chapter at
Plymouth State College, to the mutual benefit of students
and affiliate members. This award has filled us with pride,
and we thank all of our members in NHASCD who helped
to contribute to what we believe is an organization filled
with spirit as well as a strong commitment to making a difference in the lives of young people!

Doug Soffer, ASCD Assi tant Executive Director of Constituent Relations, Dr. Mary
McNeil. Past President, Ne\\ Hampshire ASCD, Professor, Pl}'mouth State College~ Ms. Helene Bickford, President-Elect. New Hampshire ASCD, Curriculum
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The New Hampshire Journal ofEducation is published for public
school administrators and educators, curriculum specialists, school
board members, higher education administrators and educators, as
well as anyone with an interest in the progress ofeducation in the
United States. We welcome your questions and comments.
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From Violence to Empowerment: A Continuum of
Respect and Disrespect in Schools
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WiJliam K. Preble, Ed.D.
New England College
Main Street Academix
Henniker, NH
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The author shares his research on respectful interactions in schools through
beeper studies, used to take real-time snapshots ofstudents' experiences in
an effort to understand climates of respect and disrespect.
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Bullying at the Elementary Level: A Qualitative
Research Study

6

Luci Prawdzik., CAGS, 2003 NH Art Educator of the Year
Peter Woodbury School
Bedford, NH
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This research project was designed to investigate the student behavior that
contributes to bullying at the elementary level. The findings suggest that only
certain students were targeted as victims. The typical stereotypical image ofa
bully was not always the student we would assume or suspect as the aggresSOT.
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The Educational Challenge of Stigmatization and
Ostracism. A Critical Look at Fundamental Issues for
Special Education and the School System
Edvard Befring, Ed.D.
University of Oslo
Oslo, Norwa)

This article focuses on the problem ofstigmatization and rejection ofchildren
and young people in a critical educational context. Particular emphasis is
placed on the school system's educational dogmatism and on the necessity of
rethinking special needs education from an academic and political vie\\'point
The significance ofa positive focus and jointly llllderstood responsibility for
child-rearing is highlighted
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Inclusion Confusion: The Debate Continues

21

Theresa Senio, CAGS
Kell Cole Academy
Bradford, NH
This article reviews the laws that provide educational protections to
children with disabilities and the debates regarding their implementation.
The author presents a review of several studies conducted in public school
settings and discusses the implications for leaders regarding the delivery of
special education services.

ICI Transitioning to High School: A Program That Works

26

Marianne M . True, Ed.D .
Plymouth State College

Plymouth, NH
The author shares results of interviews with adults who participated in a
program aimed at easing the transition from middle to high school. Six years
after completing their initial experience, these adults tell stories ofgrovv1h,
leadership, and selfefficacy.

Assessment: Its Roles and Responsibilities

36

Judith M. Adams, CAGS
Manchester School District
Manchester, NH

The author reflects on the impact ofhigh stakes testing and its effect on
learners and school communities.

Does Our Traditional System Make the Grade? The
ABC's of Student Evaluation ...
Edward P. Munz. M.Div.
Bishop Guertin High School
Nashua, NH

The author begins a dialogue about the strengths and weaknesses of our
traditional grading system on several different dimensions: misunderstanding of the system on the part of teachers, students and parents, the subjective nature of grades and their impact on students' future growth. the use
of grades as a means of reward and punishment, and the need for grades in
light of other evaluative rubrics that have proven successful.
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Literacy Through The Years: Where Are We Now?

46
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New London, NH
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Trends in literacy instruction that address the question ofhow best to teach
children to read are examined. An important, and often overlooked component to student skill acquisition in reading and writing is the school-parent
connection. Current research noting the significance that parental involvement
has on a child's reading is also reviewed and recommendations are made for
schools to increase parent education opportunities.

Homeschooling: Part of the Solution or Part of the
Problem?

50

Kevin Lemire, CAGS
Naval Reactors Representive's Office
Portsmouth, NH

The author reflects on the homeschooling movement in America. Once
practiced largely by Christian-centered groups seeking the freedom to school
their children in a faith-based environment, current research shows the movement has shifted and now includes all segments ofthe population. Increased
participation in homeschooling reflects a willingness to break with tradition to
provide children with a safe, high quality learning environment

What High School Seniors Can Tell Us About Their Best
Teachers

55

Gregory Superchi. M.Ed.
Lisbon Regional School
Lisbon, NH

High school seniors have had a myriad ofexperiences with teachers for 12 or
more years. This study investigates what students believe about their best
teachers. The end result is a vivid description through ideas and stories

offered by students regarding their perceptions of their best teachers. Specifically. the study focused upon the views and beliefs of 5 high school seniors
from a small rural, K-12 school in Northern New England
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Comes a Time: Staff development and the use of
scenarios as a strategic tool

64

Lex Stomp
Windesheim College of Higher Education
Zwolle, The Netherlands

The author incorporated the tool of scenario thinking into the staff
development process at a European Teacher Education Center. Results
indicate that participants found the tool to be effective as an instrument for
future planning andorganizational learning.

Perceptions of Power Among Support Staff at a FourYear College

78

Peggie Partello
Keene State College
Keene, NH

The purpose of this qualitative study was to discover how support staff
(hourly workers) at a small, four-year college in the Northeast thought about
power and perceived powerful people in their workplace. Data was
gathered from interviews, surveys, and support staff meeting minutes.
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Welcome to Volume VI ofThe New Hampshire Journal of Education.
llis Journal is a collaborative effort by Plymouth State CoUege, the New Hampshire Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development, and the New
Hampshire Department of Education.
It seems particularly appropriate that this volume of The New Hampshire Journal ofEducation is devoted to examining critical and complex issues confronting education today. The articles are reflective of the outstanding
efforts and achievements ofour contributing authors. After reading the selections presented in the following pages, we think that readers will have a better
understanding of the issues and a feeling of hope for the future. Hence, the
theme of this issue is Puzzles and Possibilities.
Professor Bill Preble ofNew England College is the author ofthe lead
article on bullying in our schools. His selection provides a sample ofthe
research he has been engaged in for the past several years in New Hampshire and in several other states. He is joined in this section by Luci Prawdzik
of the Bedford School district who looked at bullying at the elementary level
and Professor Edvard Befring ofThe University of Oslo who discusses the
"educational cha.Uenge ofstigmatiz.ation and ostracism ofchildren with special
needs. Advice for teachers, administrators, parents and lawmakers is provided.
Next, Theresa Senio reviews the legal aspects of special education and
the implications for leaders regarding the delivery ofspecial education
services. She is followed by Dr. Marianne True and her insightful research
endeavor regarding the power ofa successful Transition Program for at-risk
students entering high school. The reflections ofthe young adults who had the
benefit ofsuch a program are dramatic and offer important considerations for
school leaders.
The following section features the work ofJudith Adams as she reflects
on the impact of high stakes testing and its effect on learners and the school
community. She is joined by Edward MW1Z and his examination of the
traditional grading system and raises questions regarding •·best practice".
Valerie Kehoe is next with a review ofcurrent research regarding parental
involvement in the reading process. She too provides good suggestions for
school administrators.
Increasingly in this country parents are turning to homeschooling for
their children. Kevin Lemire discusses recent research and trends in his
article entitled. "Homeschooling: Part of the Solution or Part ofthe Problem?" He is foUowed by Gregory Superchi who interviewed high school
seniors and their perspective on best teachers.
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The final section focuses on the adult learner and pro" ides information on staffdevelopment in the Netherlands ~here the use of scenario
learning as a tool for future planning is described and discussed. Kimberly
Cartier's selection explores non-traditional students' perspectives of the
community college experience and Peggy Partello presents a quaJitative study
regarding the perceptions of power among support staffat a rural college.
The issues ofbulJying, assessment, inclusion, literacy, homeschooling,
transition, special education, best teachers, and adult learners are the Puzzle
pieces of our Volume VI. We invite you to explore the research, the reflection, and the wisdom of our contributing authors and hope you agree "vi th us
that both PU7Zles and Possibilities comprise the theme of this volume of
The New Hampshire Journal ofEducation.
We hope these articles serve as a catalyst for discussion and further
research.
Mary Elizabeth McNeil, Ed.D.
Editor, The New Hampshire Journal ofEducation

The New Hampsh1re Journal ofEducation. Volume VI

