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FOREWORD

n the last year I’ve asked

undergraduate and

graduate students, as well
as practicing professionals,
what it means to collaborate.
In response, they tell me
that, “Collaboration means
contributing my own ideas,
without fear.”

“Collaboration,” they say,
“means to risk something
new, knowing that everyone is trying together.”

“Collaboration means telling the truth and hearing the truth,
in a safe environment; working together, with shared respon-
sibility, toward a common goal.”

“It’s hard work,” they add, “and worth it.”

The theme of this year’s issue of The New Hanipshire
Journal of Education is “Collaboration: Working Together
to Ensure Student Success.” I believe the articles that grace
the pages that follow echo the thoughts of the students and
practitioners who shared their ideas on collaboration with
me. Each article addresses, in a unique way, the benefits
collaboration may have for students of all ages.

The New Hampshire Journal of Education itself reflects
this year’s theme well. A collaborative effort by Plymouth
State University and the New Hampshire Association

for Supervision and Curriculum Development, the
journal serves to engage our readers as they reflect on
their own experiences in their practice. This year, our
Editorial Review Board welcomed our colleague Shirley J.
McLoughlin from Keene State College, and new NHASCD
Board member Roberta Tenney from the New Hampshire
Department of Education, and we’re appreciative of the
efforts they made to help review the manuscripts we
received.

PSU’s President Sara Jayne Steen continues to embrace our
collaborative efforts, as does Dr. Dennise Maslakowski,
who, through her continued support, encouraging students,
colleagues, and practitioners to send us their ideas and
manuscripts.

In the “Canvas of Collaboration” section of the journal, Beth
Olshansky paints a beautiful picture for us as she writes of
the importance of engaging traditionally low performing stu-
dents in an arts-based literacy program that is both fun and
effective. Jaylene Bengston explores the benefits of collabora-
tion through art integration, while Shawn Powers discusses

institutional connections and personal relationships that can
be created effectively with the arts.

Our “Practitioners Speak” section once again finds an
important place in our journal, as Linda Burdick and Judith
Pellettieri share the benefits of collaborating around learning
and teaching. Steven Kelley and Deborah Dixon write of a
dedicated inter-disciplinary team, who collaborate success-
fully to meet the needs of children identified as at-risk. Bruce
Larson examines challenges in teaching science in an elemen-
tary framework and offers several solutions for educators,
and Melissa Leafe shares her experiences working within a
professional learning community.

The “Building Community” section of our journal takes us
beyond the traditional classroom doors, as Stanley Freeda
discusses the benefits of high quality, professional devel-
opment delivered through on-line learning. John Cook,
Jane Fletcher, Eileen Mullen and Gail DeGoosh stress the
importance of institutions of higher education to respond to
community needs through partnerships and collaborative
initiatives. Kathi Terami shares her views on the importance
of schools collaborating with community organizations to
increase student achievement, while Scott Power shares the
benefits students from across New Hampshire may receive as
a result of the New Hampshire Scholars Initiative.

Contributors serving as our “Voices in Education” for this
issue share their research and experience on a variety of
topics. Kimberly White-Smith and Roxanne Greitz Miller
discuss the results of a collaborative partnership among
textbook publishers, university researches, and classroom
teachers in their efforts to raise reading comprehension
among fifth grade students. Blake Allen and Farzana Kauser
focus on the collaborative efforts of those involved in the
Pakistani Educational Leadership Institute.

Finally, Dianne Ferguson and Rene Galindo report on an
action research effort that focuses on improving relation-
ships between school personnel and the families with whom
they work.

I hope that the articles that follow will inspire and encourage
you to continue your collaborative efforts in your own work,
to ensure student success.

Sincerely,

Marianne M. True
President, NHASCD
Editor, NHJE



