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From the President of NHASCD 

We live in an age of exploding information where the world’s 
total store of digital data doubles every 18 months. We often 
communicate in short spurts through emails, texts, 140 
character Tweets or Facebook postings. While the useful-
ness of effi cient correspondence is crucial in a fast paced 
world, we must not neglect the richness of refl ection and the 
enhanced understanding that comes from reading a care-
fully crafted article, reviewed and critiqued by profession-
als before it ends up in print. 

That is why NHASCD is pleased to support The New 
Hampshire Journal of Education. We recognize the tremen-
dous value in learning from colleagues who take the time to 
research and learn from their own experiences in order to 
freely share new understandings. 

The advent of the Common Core State Standards, Smarter Balanced Assessments, 
digital learning and teacher evaluation are just a few challenges facing educators this 
year. NHASCD is pleased to support our changing fi eld in many ways, including sup-
porting robust professional development from experts in curriculum, instruction, and 
assessment such as 2012–13 speakers Heidi Hayes Jacobs, Jay McTighe, and Carol 
Ann Tomlinson as well as 2013–14 speakers Will Richardson, Grant Wiggins, and 
Lucy Calkins. 

Our organization is proud to partner with Plymouth State University to present this 
eminent publication. I am honored to be President of an organization that states as 
its mission “to serve as a catalyst for conversation and action to inspire excellence in 
teaching, learning, and leading.” 

Sincerely,

William V. Carozza
President, NHASCD
Principal Harold Martin School, Hopkinton, NH
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Foreword

We appreciate the 
efforts of this year’s 
contributors as they 
share their ideas in 
curriculum, instruc-
tion and assessment. 
The fi rst section of this 
year’s edition of the 

journal takes a look at the important role technology plays in 
teaching and learning. In our lead article, Andrea Ange discusses 
the critical role that certifi ed school librarians play in teaching 
students how to think critically. Next, Tony Wagner discusses 
the signifi cant changes that will need to occur in education to 
prepare students to become innovators. Shawn Maureen Powers 
shares her perspective on e-portfolio development. Finally, David 
Hobbs discusses the potential Twitter can have in the classroom. 

The implementation of Common Core standards has certainly 
been the most talked about topic in education in the last year and 
we’re pleased to have several articles devoted to it. In this sec-
tion of the journal Grant Wiggins and Jay McTighe share 5 “big 
ideas” to think about as we implement these new standards. In a 
recent article in Educational Leadership, Robert Rothman wrote, 
“The fact that the Common Core State Standards have been 
adopted by so many states opens the door for cross-state partner-
ships that could not have taken place when each state developed 
its own standards.” (Volume 70, Issue 4, p. 18) Here, he explores 
9 distinct ways in which the Common Core standards may impact 
current teaching practices in math, English language arts, and 
literacy. Megan Birch and Meg Petersen share their thoughts on 
Common Core Standards within the university setting.

Our “Leadership” section provides insight and ideas as school 
administrator Kimberly McCann refl ects on the positive impact 
teaching has had in her work as an assistant principal. Michael 

Connelly encourages us to provide mentors for beginning school 
leaders, in an effort to assist them in the learning to lead process.
Barbara O’Brien leads the “Practioners Speak” section of the 
journal, as she examines the use of a researched based instruc-
tional model that progressively shifts responsibility for tasks and 
behaviors from the teacher to the students. Deborah Brownstein 
provides suggestions for desgining self-directed learning experi-
ences in the university setting. David Mackey and Robert Fitz-
patrick explore assessment practices in PSU’s Criminal Justice 
Program. Alison Wenhart relates her experience using a teaching 
model that promotes higher order thinking. Emotional develop-
ment and emotional climate plays a signifi cant role in our work 
with learners. Authors Clarissa Uttley and Jerome Adams exam-
ine the importance of including families’ perspectives in the 
social-emotional development of children. Kevin Johnson exam-
ines the emotional climate in the university classroom as a means 
of measuring progress and making improvements.

I am grateful for the continued support of PSU President Sara 
Jayne Steen and the enthusiasm and hard work of our NHASCD 
Board. Many thanks to co-editor Stacey Curdie-Meade, who 
inspires me each time I work with her and to the amazing team 
of professionals in Public Relations at PSU who make our journal 
a reality. 

I hope the articles that follow encourage you to continue your 
efforts to develop curriculum, plan for instruction, and refl ect on 
assessment to benefi t the learners with whom you work.

Sincerely,

Marianne M. True
Editor
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It is my distinct plea-
sure to welcome you to 
this year’s edition of 
The New Hampshire 
Journal of Education 
focusing on Inspiring 
Excellence in Curricu-
lum, Instruction, and 

Assessment. Our rapidly changing social, economic, and techno-
logical landscape challenges us to continually fi nd more effective 
educational strategies to meet diverse student needs. This edition 
addresses key educational elements essential for promoting stu-
dents’ abilities to effectively navigate this complex, global society. 

As educators, we face multiple pressures in a climate of increas-
ing fi nancial constraints and accountability demands. Yet with 
these pressures come innovations. Pedagogical advancements 
leading to more effective, individualized, and engaging instruc-
tional strategies; national and state efforts to reduce dropout 
rates; the movement to common core standards; and investment 
in meaningful assessment systems mark important and exciting 
shifts at all levels of education. 

This is a time ripe with opportunity to transform the educational 
experience. But, systematic transformation is not a solo venture. 
It requires the convergence of our collective resources, vision, 
and creativity as we address fundamental questions related to 
effectively educating all of our students:

• What foundational knowledge, skills, and dispositions are 
essential for all high school graduates to be college and career 
ready?

• How do we effectively engage diverse learners and reduce 
achievement gaps?

• How do we assess learning in meaningful ways?
• How can we we optimize the pedagogical benefi ts that tech-

nology offers?

New Hampshire is a leader in these efforts. Governor Lynch 
set the goal of achieving a zero high school dropout rate. Com-
missioner Barry leads the initiative to develop curriculum and 
assessment standards to ensure that all New Hampshire students 
graduate from high school career and college ready. Educator 
preparation programs across the state, through the Institutes 
of Higher Education Network, have come together to share 
best training practices, develop mechanisms to assess teacher 
effi cacy, and partner with schools to provide new teachers and 
teacher leaders support and networking opportunities. The Com-
munity College and the University Systems of New Hampshire 
have committed to doubling STEM graduates by 2025. These are 
important and exciting initiatives.

We set high standards for quality education in New Hampshire. 
Effective curriculum, instruction and assessment are key compo-
nents of this quest. I want to thank journal editors Marianne True 
and Stacey Curdie-Meade and contributing authors for bringing 
us this timely resource. I trust you will fi nd the articles engaging, 
provocative and inspiring!

I look forward to collaborating with many of you as we work to 
meet the educational needs of all New Hampshire students.

Sincerely,

Gail Mears, Dean
College of Education, Health, and Human Services
Plymouth State University

Letter from Dean Mears
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