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FROM THE PRESIDENT OF NHASCD 

Effective literacy instruction, 
which includes teaching students 
how to read, write, speak, and lis
ten, whether we teach preschool or 

graduate school, makes up much 
of what we do as educators. At 
the New Hampshire Association 

for Supervision and Curriculum 
Development, our mission is to 
serve as a catalyst for conversa
tion ,and in 2010 and 2011, we 

made the commitment to create 
and facilitate conversations around high-quality and effective 

literacy instruction. 

NHASCD has worked diligently to develop a reputation for bring
ing some of the most knowledgeable and influential experts in 

the field of education to New Hampshire. Some of these experts 
include Alfie Kohn, Grant Wiggins, Jay McTighe, Rick and Becky 
Dufour, and Bob Marzano, to name a few. In 2010 and 2011 
we have continued to serve our constituencies by bringing three 

experts in the area of literacy instruction to New Hampshire. 
Regie Routman, Anita Archer, and Janet Allen are national and 
international experts who have written and presented extensively 

on what effective literacy instruction looks like at the kindergarten 
through high school levels. Not only does NHASCD initiate and 
organize such rich and inspiring conference series, we sponsor 

The New Hampshire Journal of Education that explores a variety 
of contemporary issues in education. This year both the confer
ence series and journal focus on informing educators about best 
practices in literacy instruction. 

This year The New Hampshire Journal of Education provides an 
opportunity for educators to write and read about various educa
tional issues that revolve around literacy instruction. The articles 

included in the Journal are written from a variety of perspectives: 
classroom teachers, administrators, content area specialists, and 
university professors. Furthermore, one of the most often heard 
comments from the readership is that the articles have a strong 

"so-what" factor. In other words, the influence that the articles 
have on the day-to-day work of educators is high. 

It is important for NHASCD to develop and sustain relationships 
with policy makers at the local, state, and federal levels. Along 

with sending a copy of our newsletter to each New Hampshire 
legislator, each year NHASCD invites state legislators and the 

New Hampshire Commissioner of Education to a reception to 
hear about some of the interesting and innovative educational 
initiatives that are taking place across the state. Some of these 
include how to use data to inform instruction, urban education, 

family involvement, and professional learning communities. 

Once a year, NHASCD sends some of its board members to the 

annual ASCD leadership conference in Washington, DC. This 
conference provides an opportunity for NHASCD to hear about 
how the federal government influences the educational agenda 
and to have conversations with other ASCD state affiliates. This 

experience helps us to get a "big picture" of what is happen
ing nationally and how this information shapes the NHASCD 

educational agenda. Inevitably, each year there is a high level 
of conversation surrounding how to best teach literacy skills at 
all levels. 

The NHASCD Web site not only informs our membership, but 
also serves as a means for educators to register for conferences, 

read excerpts from the journal and newsletter, and contains links 
to several important and informative educational Web sites. 
Please check us out at nhascd.org! 

We appreciate all the membership does to enhance professional 
practice. Special thanks to Marianne True and Stacey Curdie
Meade, editors of The New Hampshire Journal of Education 
and the members of the editorial board who work so diligently 
to produce such a quality publication. 

Sincerely, 

Jdv.~ ~cv.,_ 
Gerard E. Buteau 

Preside~t, NHASCD 
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FROM THE OFFICE OF THE PROVOST, PLYMOUTH STATE UNIVERSITY 

It is my pleasure to welcome 
you to the spring 2011 issue of 

The New Hampshire Journal of 
Education. This issue is focused 
on literacy, an important topic 

in education today. Literacy is 
not only the ability to read and 
write, but to speak, listen, use 
technology, think critically, work 

collaboratively, and communi
cate effectively. No one would 
argue against these as impor

tant foundational skills that are necessary to be effective in 

today's world. 

Literacy in New Hampshire, like elsewhere in the nation, has 
been shown to decline through the grades. Only 31 percent 
of eighth graders in the U.S. (higher in New Hampshire at 41 
percent) re~d at or above the level considered proficient. \I) Thus, 

many young adults are leaving school ill prepared to meet the 

demands of the 21st century. 

Many states have recently developed or are in the process of 
developing statewide K-12 or K-16 policies relative to literacy. 

The NH Department of Education, for example, established 
literacy as a priority and in 2007 published a Literacy Action 
Plan to assist school administrators and teachers in defining 

what is necessary to create an effective literacy program and 
to assist in identifying the elements and resources needed to 
implement and sustain it. And more recently, the NH Department 

of Education adopted the Common Core State Standards. By 
adopting the Common Core Standards initiative, New Hampshire 
joins 37 other states in its commitment to a common core for 

K-12 standards in English language arts literacy in history/ 
social studies, science, and technical subjects that are "rigor
ous, focused and internationally benchmarked." 12lThe Literacy 
Action Plan is currently being revised to include the most recent 

research around exemplary literacy instruction and best practice 
on early literacy and effective writing instruction. 

Here in New Hampshire, secondary and postsecondary admin
istrators, faculty, and staff are working collaboratively by par

ticipating in a series of state wide college and career ready 
summits focusing on development of standards that will ensure 
students complete their education and are prepared to succeed 
in college or in today's workforce. In particular, this group has 

focused much of its attention on the development of standards 

in English language arts literacy. 

Throughout this issue, you will read various approaches to literacy 
development, including the importance of instruction in reading, 

writing, listening, and speaking as a shared responsibility. That 
is, skill development in the context of a range of content areas 
is a key element in preparation for postsecondary education or 

preparation for the workforce. 

Literacy is and will continue to be an important issue in the 

coming years. I hope you find this issue of The New Hampshire 
Journal of Education informative and useful in your practice. 

I'd like to thank the contributing authors for their thoughtful and 
reflective work, and editors Marianne True and Stacey Curdie
Meade, along with the staff in the Office of Public Relations, 

for their efforts in producing this publication. 

Enjoy. 

& _,_J.;__ fl s _.,,.,.;____ 
Julie Bernier 
Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs, PSU 

National Assessment ofEducational Progress. (2009). The 

nation's report card: Reading 2009 state snapshot reports. U.S. 

Department of Education, National Center for Educational 

Statistics, Institute of Education Science. 

Achieve. )2010). Closing the expectations gap, 2010. Fifth 

annual SO-state progress report on the alignment of high school 

policies with the demands of college and careers. p. 2. 
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FOREWORD 

Donald Graves, whose work posi
tively impacted writing instruc
tion and influenced thousands of 
teachers and students during his 
lifetime, once wrote, ''The teacher 
is the chief learner in the class
room." The theme of this year's 
edition of The New Hampshire 
Journal of Education, "Literacy," 
gives us the unique opportunity 
to learn from a variety of teacher 
perspectives, ranging from the 

primary grades through the university setting and beyond. 

We appreciate the efforts of this year's contributors, who encourage 
us through a variety oflenses to think and reflect on reading and 
writing instruction and assessment. In our lead article, Tim Clark 
shares his efforts to encourage reluctant high school readers to 
delve into books that may be more applicable to their young lives 
than they think. Next, Lita Judge shares not only the important 
role her childhood journals have played in her work as a writer 
and illustrator, but also beautiful samples of her work. 

In the "Literacy Beyond the Classroom" section of the journal, 
1st grade teacher Lois Juris reflects on the impact 1st graders 
can have on their own community, as they write to save the Goss 
Reading Room. Patricia Lindberg, well known for her national 
and international work in theater and the arts, describes a lit-

Henderson completes this section as he explores the role chil
dren's literature can play in improving reading comprehension 
in a world language classroom. 

In our last section, "Assessment Practices and Literacy," Meg 
Petersen's strategies for assessing writing encourage us to look 
well beyond standard practices of assessing writing. Authors 
Nancy Witherell and Mary McMackin discuss how differenti
ated instruction and Response to Intervention strategies align 
with the Common Core State Standards recently adopted in New 
Hampshire. Finally, Thomas Newkirk comments on the chal
lenge educators face as they work to teach 21st century skills 
that require new assessment practices. 

Heartfelt thanks to coeditor Stacey Curdie-Meade for her tire
less efforts to make this journal a reality. Thanks too, to PSU 
President Sara Jayne Steen and Provost Julie Bernier for their 
continued support, and to NHASCD Executive Director Susan 
Copley and the NHASCD Board of Directors for producing our 
inspiring conference series on literacy. Finally, many thanks to 
the amazing team of professionals in Public Relations for all of 
their hard work. 

I hope that the articles that follow will encourage you to continue 
your efforts to inspire the learners with whom you work to read, 
write, and reflect, even as they continue to teach the "chief 
learner" in their classroom. 

eracy environment in which students are empowered to share Sincerely, 

their creativity in a variety of ways. Next, elementary teacher --,L -~ 
Alyssa Satas and PSU professor Gerard Buteau reflect on their r ~ 
work as facilitators of a community writing project in the Lakes ---.___ 
Region. Marianne M. True 

Editor, NHJE 
Our "Practitioners Speak" section once again finds an important 
place in our journal, as Regie Routman, the lead presenter of 
NHASCD's 2010-11 conference series on literacy, describes 
the powerful impact a building principal can have on literacy 
development in the elementary classroom. Next, Julie Way 
uses action research to investigate how the use of dictation 
affects the composition skills of student with handwriting dif
ficulties. University instructor Christie Sweeney describes a 
literacy- based strategy that encourages students to enhance 
their problem- solving and planning skills, while author Bo 
Green shares a framework for helping teachers maintain their 
focus on the essential components of effective teaching. Corey 
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